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1. United States Patent 7,788,260

Lunt, etal August 31, 2010
Ranking search results based on the frequency of clicks on the search results by
members of a social network who are within a predetermined degree of separation

Inventors:

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA),

Galbreath; Nicholas (San Francisco, CA),

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

Appl. No.. 10/967,609 Filed: October 18, 2004

Claims
The invention claimed is:

1. In a computer system for an online social network

that includes a server computer and a database of registered users,

a method for generating search results for display at a user computer

in response to a search query transmitted to the server computer by a registered user
from the user computer,

the method being carried out by the computer system and



comprising the steps of:

maintaining a database of registered users

that stores for each registered user, a user ID of the registered user and an adjacency
list

that identifies other registered users who are directly related to the registered user
within the online social network;

receiving a search query from the user computer;

retrieving records that are responsive to the search query;

for each retrieved record,

determining a frequency of relevant clicks on a hyperlink associated with each retrieved
record, wherein

the relevant clicks are clicks by other registered users

who are related within two or more degrees of separation to the registered user within

the online social network;

sorting the retrieved records in the order of the frequency of relevant clicks associated
with the retrieved records;

and
transmitting a search result page to the user computer for display at the user computer,

wherein



the search result page includes

the sorted retrieved records and a visual tag next to at least one of the sorted
retrieved records, wherein

said visual tag is to be displayed next to a retrieved record

if the frequency of relevant clicks associated with the retrieved record is greater than a
predetermined minimum value, and wherein

said visual tag is not to be displayed next to a retrieved record

if the frequency of relevant clicks associated with the retrieved record is less than the
predetermined minimum value.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the retrieved record with the highest frequency of relevant clicks is to be displayed first
on the search result page.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the records comprise online ads.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the visual tag comprises an image.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the visual tag comprises a text string.



2. United States Patent Application 20080046976

Zuckerberg; Mark February 21, 2008
Systems and methods for dynamically generating a privacy summary

Inventors:

Zuckerberg; Mark; (Palo Alto, CA)
Assignee: Facebook, Inc.

Serial No.: 493291 Series Code: 11
Filed: July 25, 2006

Claims
1. A method for dynamically generating a privacy summary comprising:

generating a profile for a user;

receiving one or more privacy setting selections from the user associated with the

profile;

updating the profile associated with the user
to incorporate the one or more privacy setting selections;

and
generating a privacy summary for the profile
based on the one or more privacy setting selections.

2. The method recited in claim 1, further comprising
displaying the privacy summary to the user associated with the profile.



3. The method recited in claim 1, further comprising
displaying information associated with the profile to one or more other users based on
the privacy setting selections.

4. The method recited in claim 3, wherein
the one or more other users comprise one or more groups.

5. The method recited in claim 3, wherein

the privacy summary comprises

a narrative explanation of the information associated with the profile

that the one or more other users can access based on the privacy setting selections.

6. The method recited in claim 1, wherein
the one or more privacy settings are associated with one or more networks associated
with the user.

7. The method recited in claim 6, wherein
the one or more privacy settings selections are associated with one or more categories
associated with the one or more networks.

3.United States Patent 7,797,256



Zuckerberg, etal. September 14, 2010
Generating segmented community flyers in a social networking system

Inventors:

Zuckerberg; Mark (Palo Alto, CA),

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

Appl. No.. 11/499,093 Filed: August 2, 2006

Claims
What is claimed is:
1. A system for dynamically generating a segmented community flyer comprising:

a server configured with a social network database,

the database storing:

a plurality of social network database records representing one or more segmented
communities,

each segmented community defined within a social networking system, and

information for tracking affiliations of a plurality of users of the social networking
system with one or more of the segmented communities;

and
a segmented community flyer settings engine coupled to the web-based social network

database,
the segmented community flyer settings engine comprising:

a flyer settings selection component configured to receive

one or more flyer settings selections for a segmented community flyer and



payment for a limited distribution of the segmented community flyer from a member of a
selected segmented community,

a flyer generator component configured to generate a segmented community flyer for

the segmented community based on the one or more flyer settings selections, and

a flyer display component configured to display a plurality of the generated flyers to

other members of the selected segmented community in accordance with the received
flyer settings selections until the limited distribution has been reached.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein
the segmented community flyer settings engine generates
the segmented community flyer for a second segmented community.

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising
the segmented community flyer settings engine configured to display the segmented
community flyer to two segmented communities.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein

the segmented community further comprises

a web-based social network database record
for each member of the segmented community.

10



5. The system of claim 1, wherein
the limited distribution comprises
a period of time during which the segmented community flyers are displayed.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein
the limited distribution comprises
a maximum number of segmented community flyers to be displayed.

4, United States Patent 7,669,123

Zuckerberg, etal. February 23, 2010
Dynamically providing a news feed about a user of a social network

Inventors:

Zuckerberg; Mark (Palo Alto, CA),
Sanghvi; Ruchi (Palo Alto, CA),
Bosworth; Andrew (Palo Alto, CA),

Cox; Chris (Palo Alto, CA),

Sittig; Aaron (Palo Alto, CA),

Hughes; Chris (Palo Alto, CA),
Geminder; Katie (San Jose, CA),
Corson; Dan (Menlo Park, CA)
Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)
Appl. No.. 11/503,242 Filed: August 11, 2006

Claims
What is claimed is:

11



1. A method for displaying a news feed in a social network environment,
the method comprising:

monitoring a plurality of activities in a social network environment;

storing the plurality of activities in a database;

generating a plurality of news items regarding one or more of the activities,
wherein

one or more of the news items

is for presentation to one or more viewing users and

relates to an activity that was performed by another user;

attaching a link associated with at least one of the activities of another user to at least
one of the plurality of news items where
the link enables a viewing user to participate in the same activity as the another user;

limiting access to the plurality of news items to a set of viewing users;

and
displaying a news feed comprising two or more of the plurality of news items to at least

one viewing user of the predetermined set of viewing users.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of activities are selected according to an affinity determined for the viewing
user.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

at least one informational link comprises a dropdown menu.

12



4. The method of claim 1, further comprising
attaching an active link associated with at least one of the plurality of activities, to at
least one of the plurality of news items.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein
the active link comprises a dropdown menu.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein
the step of assigning an order comprises
assigning the order according to a chronological order of occurrence of the news items.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising
displaying advertising with the plurality of news items.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

monitoring an interaction of the viewing user with the at least one of the plurality of
news items; and

utilizing the interaction to generate an additional news item.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
monitoring an interaction of the viewing user with the at least one of the plurality of
news items; and

13



utilizing the interaction to select advertising for display to the viewing user.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising
searching the one or more news items for a predetermined character string.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising
applying a filter to the one or more news items to prevent news items regarding certain
types of activities from being displayed.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising
dynamically limiting a number of the plurality of news items available for display.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein

the step of dynamically limiting the number of the plurality of news items for display
includes

removing a news item from the display and

adding a new news item to the display.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein
the news item removed from the display is selected according to the assigned order.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein

14



the news item removed from the display is selected according to affinity information.

5. United States Patent 7,827,208

Bosworth, et al. November 2, 2010
Generating a feed of stories personalized for members of a social network

Inventors:

Bosworth; Andrew G. (Palo Alto, CA),

Cox; Chris (Palo Alto, CA),

Sanghvi; Ruchi (Palo Alto, CA),

Ramakrishnan; Thyagarajapuram S. (Saratoga, CA),
D'Angelo; Adam (Mountain View, CA)

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

Appl. No.. 11/502,757 Filed: August 11, 2006

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A method for generating a personalized story for a viewing user of a social network,

comprising:

storing actions performed by one or more users of a social network;

accessing relationship data for the one or more users,
the relationship data specifying relationships between users in the social network;

associating at least one action with at least one user to produce consolidated data,
wherein

the consolidated data for each of a plurality of actions identifies at least an action and a
user of the social network who performed the action;

15



identifying one or more elements associated with the consolidated data;

aggregating consolidated data having one or more common elements to produce
aggregated consolidated data, wherein

the aggregated consolidated data identifies

at least an action associated with a common element,

a user of the social network who performed the action, and

one or more other users of the social network who also performed an action associated
with the common element;

generating a story personalized for the viewing user, wherein

the story comprises at least a description of

the action,

the user who performed the action, and

the one or more other users who also performed an action associated with the common
element;

and
sending the story for display to the viewing user.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising
storing the generated story personalized for the users of the social network.

16



3. The method of claim 1, wherein
the relationship data comprises
friends of the one or more users of the social network.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein
the relationship data comprises
friends of the friends of the one or more users of the social network.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one action is a change to a user profile.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein

generating the story for a user comprises

weighting the aggregated consolidated data by the user's affinity thereto and
selecting the aggregated consolidated data based at least in part on the weighting.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein
the story comprises
at least one of an image, a sound, or a selectable link.

6. United States Patent 7,725,492

Sittig, etal. May 25, 2010
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Managing information about relationships in a social network via a social timeline

Inventors:

Sittig; Aaron (Palo Alto, CA),

Zuckerberg; Mark (Palo Alto, CA)

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

Appl. No.. 11/646,206 Filed: December 26, 2006

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for managing information about relationships in a

social network via a social timeline, comprising:

maintaining in a computer system a plurality of relationships among members of the
social network,

each relationship comprising

a connection between at least two members in the social network;

for at least one relationship,

receiving one or more relationship details from at least one of the members connected
in the relationship,

each relationship detail comprising

a durational time period of the relationship and

a category of the relationship;

generating a social timeline for one or more relationships,

the social timeline comprising

18



a listing of the relationship details of the relationships,

the listing sorted by chronological order of the time periods of the relationships,

the social timeline further comprising

selectable links such that selection of the links provide further information about the
relationships associated with the links; and

displaying the social timeline of the relationships in a graphical user interface to a
member of the social network.

2. The method recited in claim 1, wherein
the social timeline is displayed according to privacy settings selected by the member.

3. The method recited in claim 1, further comprising
enabling the members connected in the relationship displayed on the social timeline to
edit the social timeline.

4. The method recited in claim 1, further comprising
generating stories for the members based on the social timeline.

5. The method recited in claim 1, wherein
the social timeline further comprises
photos of the members connected in relationship.

19



6. The method recited in claim 1, wherein
the plurality of data items about the relationship further comprises
one or more events.

7. The method recited in claim 1, wherein
the plurality of data items about the relationship is received via a questionnaire.

7. United States Patent 7,809,805

Stremel, etal. October 5, 2010
Systems and methods for automatically locating web-based social network members

Inventors:

Stremel; Jed (Palo Alto, CA),

Ramakrishnan; Ts (Palo Alto, CA),

Slee; Mark (Palo Alto, CA)

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

Appl. No.. 11/713,455 Filed: February 28, 2007

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A method of sharing locations of users participating in a social networking service at

a geographic location,
the method executed by a computer system and comprising:

20



receiving location information and status information from a mobile device of a first user
of the social networking service,

the location information representing a geographic location of the first user,

the status information manually provided by the first user on an input module of the
mobile device;

associating the location information with the status information of the first user in a
database; and

sending the status information and the location information of the first user to a second
user for display.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the location information comprises

street addresses determined by processing a wireless positioning signal detected at a
sensor in the mobile device.

8. United States Patent 7,827,265

Cheever, etal. November 2, 2010
System and method for confirming an association in a web-based social network

Inventors:

Cheever; Charlie (Palo Alto, CA),
Putnam; Chris (Palo Alto, CA),

Agarwal; Aditya (San Francisco, CA),
Callahan; Ezra (Palo Alto, CA),

Trahan; Bob (Palo Alto, CA)

Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)

21



Appl. No.: 11/726,962 Filed: March 23, 2007

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A method for confirming an association with an online organization,
the method comprising:

maintaining a profile in a computer memory for each of a set of users of a social
networking system, wherein
one or more of the users are associated with an organization;

receiving a request from a user of the social networking system to be associated with
the organization, wherein
the requesting user is not associated with the organization;

determining whether to grant the request based at least in part on whether the
requesting user has established a connection in the social networking system with one
or more other users of the social networking system who are already associated with
the organization;

granting the request if the requesting user has established a connection in the social
networking system with one or more other users of the social networking system who
are already associated with the organization;

and

updating the profile of the requesting user to indicate that the requesting user is
associated with the organization if the request is granted.

22



2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the organization comprises
an online group of users.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
the organization comprises
an online group of users within the social networking system.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein
the organization exists outside of the social networking system.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the organization has a real-world counterpart.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein
the organization is selected from a group consisting of:
a school, a college, a university, a business, and a non-profit entity.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein

the connection between the requesting user and the one or more other users of the

social networking system who are associated with the organization
is established after receiving the request.

23



8. The method of claim 1, wherein

the request is granted only

if the user has established multiple connections in the social networking system with
other users of the social networking system

who are already associated with the organization.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

denying the request

if the requesting user has not established a connection in the social networking system
with one or more other users of the social networking system who are already
associated with the organization.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

responsive to denying the request,

inviting the requesting user to establish a connection with one or more other users of
the social networking system who are already associated with the organization.

9. United States Patent Application 20090144392
Wang; James ; et al. June 4, 2009

Sharing Digital Content On A Social Network

Inventors:
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Wang; James; (San Francisco, CA) ;
Wable; Akhil; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Cuervo; Soleio; (Palo Alto, CA)
Assignee: FACEBOOK, INC.

Serial No.: 259254 Series Code: 12
Filed: October 27, 2008

Claims

1. A computer implemented method of sharing digital content in a social network,
the method comprising:

receiving a sharing request for sharing content from an external system, the sharing
request sent responsive to a selection by a user;

sending information for presenting an interface to the user,
the interface for requesting parameters from the user
for sharing the content in the social networking system;

receiving sharing parameters from the user responsive to user selections in the
interface;

retrieving the content from the external system;
and

transmitting the content to one or more destinations in a social networking system
based at least in part on the sharing parameters.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the sharing parameters comprise
selection parameters,

the selection parameters indicating

25



which content the user desires to share,
and further comprising:
retrieving the content indicated by the selection parameters from the external system.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

the sharing parameters comprise

formatting parameters,

the formatting parameters indicating formatting to apply to the content for sharing in
the social networking system,

and further comprising:

formatting the content based on the formatting parameters.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein

the sharing parameters comprise

destination parameters,

the destination parameters indicating one or more particular destinations within the
social networking system for sharing the content,

and further comprising:

transmitting the content to the indicated destinations within the social networking
system.

26



5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

identifying a plurality of pieces of content on the external system
suitable for sharing based on information in the sharing request;
and

sending information to the user identifying the plurality of pieces of content,
and wherein

the sharing parameters comprise

selection parameters,

the selection parameters indicating

which pieces of content the user desires to share,

and wherein

the content retrieved from the external system comprises

the indicated pieces of content.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

tracking the content at one or more destinations in the social networking website,

comprising:

determining whether the content at the external system has been modified; and

responsive to the content at the external website being modified,

similarly modifying the content at the one or more destinations in the social networking

system.

27



7. The method of claim 1, wherein
the one or more destinations in the social networking system comprise
a member profile object.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein

the sharing request is received responsive to a selection of a browser control by the
user,

the browser control comprising

an object in a web browser of the user

that executes predetermined code when selected by the user.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein

the sharing request is received responsive to a selection of a web page control by the
user, the web page control comprising

an object contained in a web page of the external system displayed to the user

that executes predetermined code when selected by the user.

10. United States Patent Application 20100132049

Vernal, Michael Steven; etal. May 27, 2010

LEVERAGING A SOCIAL GRAPH FROM A SOCIAL NETWORK FOR SOCIAL CONTEXT
IN OTHER SYSTEMS
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Inventors:

Vernal, Michael Steven; (San Francisco, CA) ;
Zhu; Wei; (Cupertino, CA) ;

Leszczenski; James M.; (Sunnyvale, CA) ;
Elman; Joshua E.; (Mountain View, CA) ;
Morin; David Brookes; (San Francisco, CA) ;
Cheever; Charles Duplain; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
Sanghvi; Ruchi; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Zhuo; Julie; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Shepard; Luke Jonathan; (San Francisco, CA)
Assignee: FACEBOOK, INC.

Serial No.: 324761 Series Code: 12

Filed: November 26, 2008

Claims

1. A computer implemented method for providing information associated with a member
of a social network,
the method comprising:

receiving a request from an external system for information associated with a user of
the external system, wherein
the request contains information identifying the user;

identifying a member of the social network based on the information identifying the user;

determining if the external system is authorized to receive the information requested in
the message;

and

sending a reply to the external system comprising a subset of the requested information,
wherein

the subset comprises

requested information that the external system is authorized to access.

29



2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the information identifying the user comprises
a hash value based on the email address of the user of the external system.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
the information requested by the external system comprises
whether the user of the external system is member of the social network.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein

the reply informs the external system that the user is not a member of the social
network

if the user is a member of the social network who has blocked the external system from
accessing the user's information.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein

the information requested by the external system comprises

member profile information of the identified member and

determining if the external system is authorized to access the information comprises
checking if the identified member has authorized the external system to access the
requested member profile information.

30



6. The method of claim 1, wherein

the information requested by the external system comprises

a friend's list of the identified member and

determining if the external system is authorized to access the information comprises
checking if the identified member has authorized the external system to access the
member's friend's list and

the subset of requested information sent in the reply comprises

a subset of the friend's list based on friend's that have authorized the external system

to access their information.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:
sending an authorization request to a friend in the identified member's friend's list
that has not authorized the external system to access the friend's information.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein

the information requested by the external system comprises

activities of the friends of the identified member on the external system, the method
further comprising:

receiving information related to actions taken by users on one or more external

systems.

31



11. United States Patent Application 20090198487

Wong; Yishan; et al. August 6, 2009
Community Translation On A Social Network

Inventors:

Wong; Yishan; (Mountain View, CA) ;
Grimm; Stephen M.; (Sunnyvale, CA) ;
Vera; Nicolas; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Laverdet; Marcel; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Kwan; Ting Yin; (Cupertino, CA) ;
Putnam; Christopher W.; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
Olivan-Lopez; Javier; (Menlo Park, CA) ;
Losse; Katherine P.; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
Cox; Rebekah; (Mountain View, CA) ;
Little; Chad; (Santa Clara, CA)

Assignee: FACEBOOK, INC.

Serial No.: 329288 Series Code: 12
Filed: December 5, 2008

Claims
1. A computer implemented method of translating text in a social network, the method

comprising:

receiving translations of text phrases from members of the social network, the text
phrases comprising
content displayed in a social networking system;
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providing content to a particular member,
the content including
a text phrase in a first language;

responsive to receiving a request from the member

to translate the text phrase from the first language to a second language:

selecting a translation of the text phrase from a set of translations of the text phrase in
the second language, wherein

the selecting is based on actions by friends of the member in the social network,

the actions associated with translations from the set of translations;

and
presenting the selected translation of the text phrase to the member requesting the
translation.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the text phrase comprises
a portion of a social networking system object.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein
the social networking system object comprises
an external application.

33



4. The method of claim 1, wherein
the text phrase comprises
a portion of a social networking system infrastructure.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the selecting is based on which of the translations from the set of translations were
viewed by the friends.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein
the selecting is based on which of the translations from the set of translations were
created by the friends.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein

the selecting is based on which of the translations from the set of translations were
rejected by the friends,

the rejecting of a translation comprising

a friend requesting an alternate translation after viewing the translation.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining quality scores for the translations in the set of translations based on votes
received from voting members of the social network,

each vote indicating the voting member's perceived quality of the translation;

and wherein

the selecting is based on a comparison of the quality scores for the translations in the
set of translations.
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9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:
determining a weight for each received vote,
the weight indicating the vote's relative contribution to the quality score.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein
the weight of a vote submitted by a voting member is based on the perceived quality
among members of translations previously submitted by the voting member.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein

the weight of a vote submitted by voting member

who is a friend of the member requesting the translation

is weighted more heavily than a vote submitted by a voting member
who is not a friend of the member requesting the translation.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein

presenting the selected translation to the member requesting the translation further
comprises:

displaying a confidence level associated with the selected translation, the confidence
level based on actions by friends of the member in the social network, the actions
associated with translations from the set of translations.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein

receiving translations of text phrases from members of the social network comprises:
displaying a text phrase containing a token, the token representing a placeholder for
non-translatable text to be included in a translation of the text phrase;

receiving a translation of the text phrase from a member of the social network, the
translation comprising the token inserted at a location in the translation chosen by the
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member.

12. United States Patent Application 20100169327

Lindsay; Robert Taaffe ; etal. July 1, 2010
TRACKING SIGNIFICANT TOPICS OF DISCOURSE IN FORUMS

Inventors:

Lindsay; Robert Taaffe; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
DiPersia; Blaise Andrew; (Palo Alto, CA)
Assignee: Facebook, Inc.

Serial No.: 347473

Series Code: 12

Filed: December 31, 2008

Claims

1. A computer implemented method of selecting terms occurring in messages sent by
members of a public forum to other members, wherein

each term is associated with a topic,

the method executed by a computer system, and comprising:

identifying a plurality of messages sent by members of the public forum,
wherein
each message in the plurality of messages contains the topic;

collecting a plurality of terms occurring in the plurality of messages;
ranking each term belonging to the plurality of terms, wherein

the rank is determined based on criteria comprising frequency of occurrence of each
term in the plurality of messages;
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selecting a top terms set from the plurality of terms based on the rank of each term;

and
storing the top terms in a computer readable storage medium.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein
a term comprises
a single word belonging to a message.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
a term comprises
a sequence of multiple words belonging to a message.

4, The method of claim 1, wherein
the criteria for determining the rank of each term further comprises:
a normalized frequency of occurrence of the term in the plurality of messages.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the criteria for determining the rank of each term further comprises:

determining the ratio of the frequency of occurrence of the term in the plurality of

messages to the frequency of occurrence of the term in a random sample of messages

sent by members of the public forum.
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6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a set dissimilarity score associated with a pair of terms;

and
responsive to the dissimilarity score being less than a predetermined threshold,
determining that each term belonging to the pair of terms is part of a phrase.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein

determining a set dissimilarity score comprises

determining a ratio of number of members that mentioned both the terms belonging to
the pair of terms in at least one message to the number of members that mentioned at
least one term belonging to the pair of terms in at least one message.

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
storing statistical information associated with a term belonging to the top terms in a
computer readable storage medium.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein

the statistical information comprises

demographic information associated with a plurality of members, wherein each member
belonging to the plurality of members sent at least a message containing the term
belonging to the top terms.
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13. United States Patent Application 20100164957

Lindsay; Robert Taaffe ; etal. July 1, 2010
DISPLAYING DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION OF MEMBERS DISCUSSING TOPICS IN A
FORUM

Inventors:

Lindsay; Robert Taaffe; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
DiPersia; Blaise Andrew; (Palo Alto, CA)
Assignee: Facebook, Inc.

Serial No.: 347476 Series Code: 12

Filed: December 31, 2008

Claims

1. A computer implemented method of displaying top terms associated with a topic,
wherein

the top terms are mentioned by members of an online forum in electronic
communications to other members of the forum,

the method executed by a computer, and comprising:

determining a first plurality of top terms associated with a topic based on
communications between the members of the forum that occurred during a first time
interval;

determining for each top term a first aggregate demographic value
based on a demographic attribute of each of the members
that used the top term during the first time interval;

formatting for display a graph including at least one axis representing the demographic
attribute associated with the members;
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for each top term,

formatting for display on the graph an icon representing the top terms with respect to
the at least one demographic axis,

wherein

a location of the icon for the top term with respect to the demographic axis is based on
the first aggregate demographic value, and

a size of the icon is based on a frequency of use of the top term by those members that
mentioned the top term in the communications.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
formatting for display a member interface control to receive an input of a time value;

receiving an input of a time value for a second time interval;

determining a second plurality of top terms associated with the topic, based on
communications between members of the forum that occurred during the second time

interval;

and

determining for each top term a second aggregate demographic value based on the
demographic attribute of each of the members that used the top term during the second
time interval;

for each top term,
formatting for display on the graph an icon representing the top terms with respect to
the at least one demographic axis, wherein
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a location of the icon for the top term with respect to the demographic axis is based on
the second aggregate demographic value, and
a size of the icon is based on a frequency of use of the top term by those members that

mentioned the top term in the communications.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
the first plurality of top terms is determined based on a normalized frequency of
co-occurrence of each top term with the topic.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein

an axis represents a weighted average of demographic information associated with
members

that mentioned a top term belonging to the first plurality of top terms.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein
the weighted average of demographic information associated with members is scaled
with respect to a percentage of a population sample for the demographic information.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
formatting for display a member interface control configured to receive a selection of a
subset of top terms.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one axis representing demographic information represents age of the

members.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one axis representing demographic information represents gender of the
members.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one axis representing demographic information represents a percentage of

members of a gender.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein
the size of an icon for a top term is indicative of the frequency of co-occurrence of the
top term with the topic.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein
the icon representing a top term displays the frequency of co-occurrence of the top
term with the topic.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein
each icon is given a color to visually distinguish the icon from the icons of other top
terms that are displayed proximate to each other.
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14. United States Patent Application 20100229223

Shepard; Luke Jonathan; etal. September 9, 2010
USING SOCIAL INFORMATION FOR AUTHENTICATING A USER SESSION

Inventors:

Shepard; Luke Jonathan; (Palo Alto, CA) ;
Chen; William; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Perry; Todd; (Palo Alto, CA) ;

Popov; Lev; (Palo Alto, CA)

Assignee: FACEBOOK, INC.

Serial No.: 399723 Series Code: 12
Filed: March 6, 2009

Claims

1. A computer implemented method for authenticating a request for access to a

computing resource,
the method comprising:

receiving a request from a requester for access to a computing resource, wherein the

request identifies a member;

obtaining information related to the member's connections on a social network and

forming a challenge question, wherein

an answer to the challenge question is based at least in part on the obtained information

related to the member's connections on the social network;

sending the challenge question to the requester;

and

responsive to receiving a correct answer to the challenge question, allowing the

requested access.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request is received by a social networking website.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

obtaining information related to the member's connections on a social network requires
communicating with a social networking website using application programming interface
provided by the social networking website.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether the request is received from a suspicious source;

and

determining the difficulty of the challenge question sent to the requester based on
whether the source is suspicious.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
sending to the requester a plurality of answers for the challenge question comprising at
least a correct answer and one or more incorrect answers.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

determining whether the request is received from a suspicious source;

and

determining the number of answers in the plurality of answers for the challenge question
based on whether the source is suspicious or not.

44



7. The method of claim 1, wherein
the challenge question requires an identification of a name of one of the member's
connections in the social network given an image of the connection.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein
the challenge question requires an identification of an image of one of the member's

connections in the social network given a name of the connection.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein
the challenge question requires an identification of one of the member's connections in
the social network given an image showing the connection and the member.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein
the challenge question requires an identification of one of the member's connections
with whom the member has recently interacted in the social network.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein

the challenge question requires an identification of information associated with of one of
the member's connections in the social network and

the connection is selected based on a determination of an affinity between the

connection and the member.
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12. The method of claim 11, wherein
the affinity between the connection and the member is based on one or more
interactions between the connection and the member in the social network.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request is a request to login to the member's account.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request is a request to broadcast a message.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request is a request to conduct an online purchase on behalf of the member.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
responsive to receiving an incorrect answer to the challenge question, denying the
requested access.

15. United States Patent 7,890,501

Lunt, etal February 15,2011
Visual tags for search results generated from social network information
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Inventors:

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA),
Galbreath; Nicholas (San Francisco, CA),
Winner; Jeffrey (Los Altos, CA)
Assignee: Facebook, Inc. (Palo Alto, CA)
Appl. No.. 12/750,330

Filed: March 30, 2010

Claims
The invention claimed is:

1. In a social network,
a method of processing requests from a third party,

comprising:

generating identification markers of records stored in a member database of the social
network;

receiving a request from a third party system

that manages a third party database to identify relationship information of at least one
member having a user record in the third party database,

the request including

an identification marker of the member;

identifying the relationship information of the member having the identification marker in
the member database of the social network by:

(i)_locating a record stored in the member database having an identification marker that
matches the identification marker of the member,
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and

(ii) identifying records stored in the member database corresponding to individuals

related to the member;

and

returning the identified relationship information to the third party system, the identified

relationship information including
identification markers generated from records stored
corresponding to individuals who are related to the member.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein
generating the identification markers comprises
generating the identification markers using hash values.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
generating the identification markers comprises
generating the identification markers using e-mail addresses.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising,

determining a degree of separation for each of the individuals
in the identified relationship information,

and

returning in the identified relationship information

the degree of separation for each of the individuals.

in the member

database
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request from the third party system comprises
receiving the request through a pre-defined application programming interface (API).

Friendster

16. United States Patent 7,069,308

Abrams June 27, 2006
System, method and apparatus for connecting users in an online computer system
based on their relationships within social networks

Inventors:
Abrams; Jonathan H. (Sunnyvale, CA)

Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (San Francisco, CA)
Appl. No.. 10/462,142
Filed: June 16, 2003

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. In a computer system including

a server computer and a database of registered users that stores for each registered
user,

a user ID of the registered user and a set of user IDs of registered users who are
directly connected to the registered user,

a method for connecting a first registered user to a second registered user through one
or more other registered users,

the method comprising the steps of:
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setting a maximum degree of separation (Nmax) of at least two

that is allowed for connecting any two registered users,

wherein

two registered users who are directly connected are deemed to be separated by one
degree of separation

and

two registered users who are connected through no less than one other registered user
are deemed to be separated by two degrees of separation and

two registered users who are connected through no less than N other registered users
are deemed to be separated by N+1 degrees of separation;

searching for the user ID of the second registered user

in the sets of user IDs that are stored for registered users

who are less than Nmax degrees of separation

away from the first registered user,

and

not in the sets of user IDs that are stored for registered users

who are greater than or equal to Nmax degrees of separation

away from the first registered user,

until the user ID of the second registered user is found in one of the searched sets;
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and

connecting the first registered user to the second registered user

if the user ID of the second registered user is found in one of the searched sets,
wherein

the method limits the searching of the second registered user

in the sets of user IDs that are stored for registered users

who are less than Nmax degrees of separation away from the first registered user,

such that

the first registered user and the second registered user who are separated by more
than Nmax degrees of separation are not found and connected.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the step of searching is first carried out in the sets of user IDs
that are stored for registered users

who are directly connected to the first registered user.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of
transmitting a profile of the second registered user to the first registered user for
display.

4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising the steps of:

storing a connection path between the first registered user and the second registered
user,

the connection path indicating the one or more other registered users through whom the
connection between the first registered user and the second registered user is made;
and
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transmitting the connection path between the first registered user and the second
registered user to the first registered user for display.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein

the connection path transmitted for display includes

a hyperlink for each of the one or more other registered users

through whom the connection between the first registered user and the second
registered user is made.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the maximum degree of separation is set by an operator of the computer system.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein
the maximum degree of separation is set as four.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the database further stores for each registered user,

e-mail addresses of individuals who are not registered users and identified by the
registered user as friends.

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising the steps of:
sending out an invitation to become a registered user to friends of a registered user,;
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receiving an acceptance from a friend to whom said invitation was sent;

and

adding said friend to the database and

storing for said friend, a user ID and a set of user IDs of registered users who are
directly connected to said friend,

the set of user IDs stored for said friend including

at least the user ID of said registered user.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein
said invitation is sent out by electronic mail.

11. The method according to claim 9, wherein
said invitation is resent a number of times prior to the step of receiving.

12. The method according to claim 9, further comprising the step of
notifying said registered user that said invitation to said friend has been accepted when
said acceptance is received.

13. The method according to claim 9, further comprising the steps of
receiving inputs from said friend and storing said inputs in the database, wherein
said inputs include descriptive data about said friend.
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14. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

prior to the step of connecting,

transmitting brief profiles of registered users,

including a brief profile of the second registered user,

to the first registered user for display,

each of the brief profiles including

a hyperlink to a corresponding full profile;

and

receiving a hyperlink selection from the first registered user, wherein,

upon receiving the hyperlink selection for the full profile of the second registered user,
the full profile of the second registered user is transmitted to the first registered user

for display.

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein

brief profiles of those registered users who are more than Nmax degrees of separation
away from the first registered user are not transmitted to the first registered user for
display.

17. United States Patent 7,478,078

Lunt, etal January 13, 2009
Method for sharing relationship information stored in a social network database with
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third party databases

Inventors:

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA),
Galbreath; Nicholas (San Francisco, CA)
Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (Mountain View, CA)
Appl. No.. 10/867,610

Filed: June 14, 2004

Claims
The invention claimed is:

1. A method of providing information about relationships between individuals,
comprising the steps of:

receiving,

at a computer system for an online social network that manages a member database,

a request from a third party computer system that manages a third party database,

to identify relationships of an individual who has a record in the third party database,
over a computer network,

the request including an ID token of the individual;

identifying,

at the computer system for the online social network,

the relationships of the individual

using the ID token and records stored in the member database by:
(i) generating ID tokens of records stored in the member database,

(ii) locating a record stored in the member database having an ID token that matches
the ID token of the individual,

and
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(iii) identifying records stored in the member database corresponding to individuals who
are related to the individual;

and

returning

from the computer system for the online social network,

an indication of the relationships to the third party computer system over the computer
network,

the indication of the relationships including ID tokens generated from records stored in
the member database corresponding to individuals who are related to the individual,
wherein

the ID token of the individual and the ID tokens of records stored in the member
database are hash values generated using a one-way hash algorithm.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of

determining a degree of separation for each of the identified relationships, wherein

the step of returning includes

the step of returning the determined degree of separation for each of the identified
relationships.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
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the request includes a request to identify relationships of several individuals and
is formatted in accordance with a pre-defined API.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein

the several individuals includes

a first individual and a second individual,

and

the step of identifying includes

the step of identifying the relationship between the first individual and the second
individual.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the ID token of the individual is generated from an e-mail address of the individual.

18. United States Patent 7,451,161

Zhu, etal. November 11, 2008
Compatibility scoring of users in a social network

Inventors:

Zhu; Xiao Ming (San Jose, CA),

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA)
Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (San Francisco, CA)
Appl. No.:  11/117,793

Filed: April 28, 2005

Claims
What is claimed is:
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1. A method of scoring compatibility between members of a social network,
said method comprising the steps of:

preparing interest compatibility scores between expressed interests of the members of
the social network

that include a first member, a second member, and a plurality of other members of the
social network, wherein

each interest compatibility score represents a degree of compatibility between two
expressed interests;

and

computing a compatibility score

between the first member of the social network and the second member of the social
network based on expressed interests of the first member, expressed interests of the
second member,

and

the interest compatibility scores between the expressed interests of the first member
and the expressed interests of the second member,

wherein

an interest compatibility score between a first expressed interest and a second
expressed interest is derived based on

a first estimated probability that the first expressed interest will appear as an expressed
interest of a member of the social network,

a second estimated probability that the second expressed interest will appear as an
expressed interest of a member of the social network,

and

a third estimated probability that the first expressed interest and the second expressed
interest will appear together as expressed interests of a member of the social network.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the interest compatibility score between the first expressed interest and the second
expressed interest is

a function of the third estimated probability divided by the product of the first estimated
probability and the second estimated probability.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the step of computing includes the steps of:

for each expressed interest of the first member,

retrieving interest compatibility scores between the expressed interest of the first
member and each of the expressed interests of the second member;

and

adding up the interest compatibility scores retrieved for each of the expressed interests
of the first member and

using the sum as the compatibility score.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of

adjusting the compatibility score based on the number of members of the social network
who are within a predetermined degree of separation from both the first member and the
second member.

59



5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of

adjusting the compatibility score based

on expressed interests of members of the social network

who are within a predetermined degree of separation from the first member,
and

on expressed interests of members of the social network

who are within a predetermined degree of separation from the second member.

19. United States Patent 7,117,254

Lunt, etal October 3, 2006
Method of inducing content uploads in a social network

Inventors:

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA),
Abrams; Jonathan (Mountain View, CA),
Sanchez; Samuel (Santa Ana, CA)

Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (San Francisco, CA)
Appl. No.. 11/156,091

Filed: June 17, 2005

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. In a computer system including

a server computer and a database of registered users that stores for each registered
user,

a user ID of the registered user and user IDs of registered users who are directly
connected to the registered user,
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a method of managing content associated with the registered users,
the method comprising the steps of:

storing content relating to a first registered user
that is submitted by a second registered user;

retrieving a maximum degree of separation, wherein

two registered users who are directly connected

are deemed to be separated by one degree of separation

and

two registered users who are connected through no less than one other registered user
are deemed to be separated by two degrees of separation

and

two registered users who are connected through no less than N other registered users
are deemed to be separated by N+1 degrees of separation;

calculating a degree of separation between the first registered user and the second
registered user;

requesting approval of the content from the first registered user

if the calculated degree of separation is greater than the maximum degree of separation;

receiving approval of the content from the first registered user;

and

associating the content with the first registered user.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the content comprises
an image file containing an photo image of the first registered user.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein
the content further comprises
a caption associated with the photo image.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of:
receiving a request to view a profile of the first registered user;

and

transmitting the content in response to the request.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the step of associating comprises

the step of associating the content to a profile of the first registered user.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the maximum degree of separation is one.

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of

receiving an input of the maximum degree of separation from the first registered user

and
storing the maximum degree of separation.
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20. United States Patent 7,188,153

Lunt, etal March 6, 2007
System and method for managing connections in an online social network

Inventors:

Lunt; Christopher (Mountain View, CA),
Abrams; Jonathan (Mountain View, CA),
Sanchez; Samuel (Santa Ana, CA)

Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (San Francisco, CA)
Appl. No.. 11/467,297

Filed: August 25, 2006

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A computer system for managing connection between registered users of an online
social network, comprising:

a server computer; and a database of registered users that stores for each registered
user,

a user ID of the registered user and a set of user IDs of registered users who are
directly connected to the registered user,

wherein
the server computer has a programmable setting for a maximum degree of separation
(Nmax) of at least two,
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wherein

two registered users who are directly connected

are deemed to be separated by one degree of separation, and

two registered users who are connected through N, but no less than N, other registered
users

are deemed to be separated by N+1 degrees of separation,

and wherein

the server computer is programmed to search for a connection between a first
registered user and a second registered user

through one or more other registered users

by searching for the user ID of the second registered user

in the sets of user IDs that are stored for registered users

who are less than Nmax degrees of separation away from the first registered user,

and

not in the sets of user IDs that are stored for registered users

who are greater than or equal to Nmax degrees of separation away from the first
registered user,

such that

the connection between the first registered user and the second registered user who
are separated by more than Nmax degrees of separation cannot not be found.

2. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein
the server computer is programmed to retrieve and transmit a profile of the second
registered user to the first registered user for display.
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3. The computer system according to claim 2, wherein

the server computer is programmed

to store a connection path between the first registered user and the second registered
user who is found,

the connection path indicating the one or more other registered users through whom the
connection between the first registered user and the second registered user is made,
and

to transmit the connection path between the first registered user and the second
registered user to the first registered user for display.

4. The computer system according to claim 3, wherein

the connection path transmitted for display includes

a hyperlink for each of the one or more other registered users

through whom the connection between the first registered user and the second
registered user is made.

5. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein
the maximum degree of separation is four.

6. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein

the database further stores for each registered user,

e-mail addresses of individuals who are not registered users and identified by the
registered user as friends.
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7. The computer system according to claim 6, wherein

the server computer is programmed to:

send out an invitation to become a registered user to friends of a registered user;
receive an acceptance from a friend to whom said invitation was sent;

and

add said friend to the database and store for said friend, a user ID and a set of user IDs
of registered users who are directly connected to said friend,

the set of user IDs stored for said friend including

at least the user ID of said registered user.

8. The computer system according to claim 7, wherein
the server computer is programmed
to send out said invitation by electronic mail.

9. The computer system according to claim 7, wherein
the server computer is programmed
to resend said invitation a number of times until said acceptance is received.

10. The computer system according to claim 7, wherein
the server computer is programmed
to notify said registered user that said invitation to said friend has been accepted when

said acceptance is received.
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11. The computer system according to claim 7, wherein

the server computer is programmed

to receive inputs from said friend and store said inputs in the database,
wherein

said inputs include descriptive data about said friend.

12. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein

the server computer is programmed to:

transmit brief profiles of registered users, including a brief profile of the second
registered user, to the first registered user for display, each of the brief profiles
including a hyperlink to a corresponding full profile;

and

transmit the full profile of the second registered user to the first registered user for
display upon receiving the hyperlink selection for the full profile of the second

registered user.

13. The computer system according to claim 12, wherein
brief profiles of those registered users who are more than Nmax degrees of separation
away from the first registered user are not transmitted to the first registered user for

display.

14. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein
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the server computer is programmed to

permit upload of content relating to the second registered user by the first registered

user based on the degree of separation between the first registered user and the

second registered user.

15. The computer system according to claim 14, wherein
the server computer is programmed to
permit said upload of content

if the degree of separation between the first registered user and the second registered

user is less than or equal to a degree of separation parameter set by the second

registered user.

21. United States Patent 7,680,882

Tiu, Jr., etal. March 16, 2010
Multimedia aggregation in an online social network

Inventors:

Tiu, Jr.; William K. (San Francisco, CA),
Roberto; Jeffrey J. (San Francisco, CA)
Assignee: Friendster, Inc. (Mountain View, CA)
Appl. No.. 11/682,678

Filed: March 6, 2007

Claims
What is claimed is:

1. In a server computer that manages a database for an online social network,
a method for generating a web page including a multimedia section
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in which multimedia content from a third party source can be displayed,
comprising the steps of:

receiving a user selection of multimedia content of a third party source
that is to be added to the multimedia section;

storing a source ID associated with the third party source, wherein
the source ID identifies a configuration file associated with the third party source;

storing a content ID associated with the multimedia content;

generating an embed code for the multimedia content using the configuration file
associated with the third party source and the content ID, wherein

the configuration file specifies the format of the embed code and

has a variable field into which the content ID is inserted,

and
generating the web page including the multimedia section using the embed code.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the embed code is an HTML code

that specifies a URL of the third party source associated with the source ID and the
content ID.

3. The method according to claim 2 wherein
the web page comprises
a profile page for one of the users of the online social network.
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4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising the steps of:

receiving a request for the profile page from a client computer connected to the server
computer;

and

transmitting an HTML file containing the embed code to the client computer.

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein
the profile page comprises
the profile page for the user who selected the multimedia content.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein

the source ID and the content ID

are stored in the user database and

are associated with the user who selected the multimedia content.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the user selection

is received from the third party source through an API published by the online social
network and

comprises a user ID, password, the source ID, and the content ID.
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8. The method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of
authenticating the user ID against the password, wherein
the source ID and the content ID are stored after the step of authenticating.

22. United States Patent Application 20100180032

LUNT; Christopher July 15, 2010
AUTHORIZATION AND AUTHENTICATION BASED ON AN INDIVIDUAL'S SOCIAL
NETWORK

Inventors:

LUNT; Christopher; (Mountain View, CA)
Assignee: Friendster Inc.

Serial No.: 748139

Series Code: 12

Filed: March 26, 2010

Claims

1. A method of blocking an individual's access to a social network, comprising:

receiving content from the individual, wherein
the content includes identifying information of the individual

determining if the individual is in a blacklist based on the identifying information, wherein
the blacklist is generated to prohibit access to the social network or a member of the
social network;
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and
blocking access to the social network or the member of the social network if the
individual is in the blacklist.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the blacklist comprises

one or more individuals selected by a member of the social network to block from
access in the social network.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

blocking access to the social network or the member of the social network further
comprises:

generating a gray list of individuals based on social connections of the individuals in the
blacklist;

and

blocking access to the social network or the member of the social network of individuals
on the gray list.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein
the gray list is limited to individuals who are separated by one degree from the members
of the blacklist in the social network.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
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blocking access to the social network or the member of the social network if the
individual is separated from the member of the social network by a predetermined
degree of separation from the member.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein

determining if the individual is in the blacklist based on the identifying information is
determined by a third party service provider

and

the third party service provider blocks access to the social network or the member of
the social network

if the individual is in the blacklist.

23. United States Patent Application 20100257459

GALBREATH:; Nicholas; et al. October 7, 2010
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAGING INFORMATION FLOW BETWEEN MEMBERS
OF AN ONLINE SOCIAL NETWORK

Inventors:

GALBREATH; Nicholas; (San Francisco, CA) ;
Lunt; Christopher; (Mountain View, CA)
Assignee: Friendster Inc.

Serial No.: 748118 Series Code: 12
Filed: March 26, 2010

Claims
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1. A method of updating member information settings in a social network through an

interface, comprising:

entering member profile information through the interface, wherein
the member profile information includes
personal information of a member;

entering contact information through the interface, wherein
the contact information determine
flow of member information to other members in the social network and

flow of information to the member;

identifying relationship information with other members in the social network based on
member profile information and contact information;

and
updating a member database with the member profile information, contact information,
and the identified relationship information.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the member profile information includes

at least a subset of: family information, personal relationships, individual personal
attributes, affiliations, employers, locations, age, and personal interests.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
the contact information includes
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at least a subset of: an email address, text messaging, voicemail, instant messaging, chat,
physical address, and telephone numbers.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising

enabling the other members in the social network to view the member profile information
in accordance with a degree of separation preference specified by the member through
the interface.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising

enabling the other members in the social network to view the contact information

in accordance with a degree of separation preference specified by the member through
the interface.

24. United States Patent Application 20100185610

LUNT; Christopher ; etal. July 22, 2010

VISUAL TAGS FOR SEARCH RESULTS GENERATED FROM SOCIAL NETWORK
INFORMATION

Inventors:

LUNT; Christopher; (Mountain View, CA) ;
Galbreath; Nicholas; (San Francisco, CA) ;
Winner; Jeffrey; (Los Altos, CA)

Assignee: Friendster Inc.

Serial No.: 750330 Series Code: 12
Filed: March 30, 2010

Claims
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1. In a social network, a method of processing requests from a third party, comprising:

generating identification markers of records stored in a member database of the social
network;

receiving a request from a third party system that manages a third party database

to identify relationship information of at least one member having a user record in the
third party database,

the request including an identification marker of the member;

identifying the relationship information of the member having the identification marker in
the member database of the social network by:

(i) locating a record stored in the member database having an identification marker that
matches the identification marker of the member,

and

(i) identifying records stored in the member database corresponding to individuals
related to the member;

and

returning the identified relationship information to the third party system, the identified
relationship information including

identification markers generated from records stored in the member database
corresponding to individuals who are related to the member.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein
generating the identification markers comprises
generating the identification markers using hash values.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein
generating the identification markers comprises
generating the identification markers using e-mail addresses.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising,

determining a degree of separation for each of the individuals in the identified
relationship information,

and

returning in the identified relationship information the degree of separation for each of
the individuals.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the request from the third party system comprises
receiving the request through a pre-defined application programming interface (API).
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